A 75-year-old male patient presented with complaints of asymptomatic nodule over the face for 2 years. The lesion started as a small papule and enlarged insidiously to attain the present size. There was a history of occasional bleeding from the lesion. On examination, the nodule was firm in consistency and of size 3 cm × 3 cm present just beneath the ala of the nose [ Figure 1 ]. Dermatoscopic examination was performed using a handheld dermatoscope Dermlite DL3 (3Gen Inc., USA) with ultrasound gel as interface fluid, and images were captured using a Sony DSC W-800 20.1 MP digital camera (Sony Corp., Tokyo, Japan). Dermatoscopy under nonpolarized light showed bluish-white structureless areas and ulceration [ Figure 2 ]. Under polarized light, it showed white structureless areas, white crystalline structures, and multicolor structureless areas called "rainbow sign" [ Figure 3 ]. When toggled between nonpolarized and polarized modes, rainbow sign appeared in polarized mode and disappeared in nonpolarized mode [Video 1]. Excision biopsy of the lesion showed basaloid tumor cells infiltrating dermis and subcutaneous tissue in the form of cords and nests, with peripheral palisading and dilated blood vessels in the stroma [ Figure 4 ].
The rainbow pattern under dermatoscopy was first described in Kaposi's sarcoma due to diffraction of light passing through slits of blood vessels. [2] Rainbow pattern, however, was also found in lichen planus, stasis dermatitis, melanoma, atypical fibroxanthoma, and BCC. [3] Rainbow pattern is due to luminescence phenomenon of polarized light interacting with vascular structures present within the lesion. [4] Polarized dermatoscopic features of nodular BCC including rainbow pattern and crystalline structures as described in this case report are less reported in literature.
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